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Author biographies

Ali Al-Lami is a minister’s advisor in Iraq’s Ministry of Environment. From
2005 to 2008 he was the national coordinator for the Iraqi Marshlands Project
of the United Nations Environment Programme. Al-Lami’s academic experience
includes serving as an assistant professor and chief researcher in aquatic ecology
at Iraq’s Fish Research Center. He has published more than one hundred papers,
in both Arabic and English, in the field of aquatic ecology, in journals that include
Marina Mesopotamica, Journal of Environmental Science and Health, and Journal
for Pure and Applied Sciences. Al-Lami holds a B.Sc. in aquatic ecology and an
M.Sc. in algal ecology, both from Basrah University, Iraq, and a Ph.D. in freshwater
ecology from Al-Mustansiriyah University, Iraq.

Jeremy Allouche is a research fellow at the Institute of Development Studies,
University of Sussex, United Kingdom. He previously worked at the University
of Oxford; the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; the Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne, where he was the director of the Water Institutions and
Management Competence Centre, at the Swiss Graduate Institute of Public
Administration; and the Graduate Institute of International and Development
Studies, Geneva. Allouche’s fields of interests are public-private partnerships,
the governance and regulation of water supply and sanitation systems, service
delivery and post-conflict reconstruction, water security, and transboundary water
conflicts. Among the books that Allouche has written or edited are Water
Privatisation: Transnational Corporations and the Re-Regulation of the Water
Industry (Spon Press, 2001), The Multi-Governance of Water (SUNY Press,
2006), and Water and Liberalisation: European Water Scenarios (International
Water Association Publishing, 2007).

Chizuru Aoki is coordinator of the Climate Mitigation Program and senior
technology transfer officer at the secretariat of the Global Environment Facility
(GEF). Before joining the GEF in 2010, she was senior program officer at the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), where she led a program that
facilitated the transfer of environmentally sound water and sanitation technologies
and coordinated UNEP’s project for the environmental management of the Iraqi
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marshlands. Aoki first joined UNEP in 1993, helping to initiate the National
Cleaner Production Centre network. In 1997, she left UNEP to become a Fulbright
Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), where she earned
a Ph.D. in technology, management, and policy. Before returning to UNEP, in
2003, Aoki was a researcher at MIT. In addition to her Ph.D., she holds a B.S.
in civil engineering from Rice University and an M.S. in environmental and
water resources engineering from the University of Texas at Austin.

Slavko Bogdanovic is a professor of environmental law and water law at the
Faculty of Law of the University Business Academy in Novi Sad, Serbia. He
has written or coauthored more than 130 research papers on water law and
environmental law at the national and international levels. He has also edited or
coedited more than twenty-five books, the most recent of which are Water Law
and Policy in the Mediterranean: An Evolving Nexus (Faculty of Law of the
University Business Academy in Novi Sad and Faculty of Sciences of the
University of Novi Sad, in collaboration with the Potential Conflict to Cooperation
Potential program of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, 2011) and Environmental Security in South-Eastern Europe:
International Agreements and Their Implementation (Springer, NATO Science
for Peace and Security Series, 2011). Bogdanovic has also served as a legal
expert, project team leader, and project coordinator in numerous research projects
implemented by international organizations, international consultancy companies,
and scientific organizations. He holds an LL.D. from the Faculty of Law of the
University of Novi Sad.

Gidon Bromberg is the Israeli codirector of EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth Middle
East. He has presented before the United Nations Commission on Sustainable
Development, the U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, the European
Parliament, and the advisory committee of the UN High-Level Panel on Security.
Bromberg is a member of the Israeli Inter-Ministerial Committee on the Future
of the Dead Sea, the Israel UNESCO World Heritage Committee, and the Inter-
Ministerial Committee for Sustainable Development in Israel; he is also a World
Fellow of Yale University. In 2008, Bromberg and his codirectors were honored
by Time magazine as Heroes of the Environment; in 2009, they received the
prestigious Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship. Bromberg holds a B.Ec.
and a law degree from Monash University, in Australia. As a fellow of the New
Israel Fund, he earned a master’s degree in international environmental law at
American University, Washington, D.C.

Murray Burt, a chartered civil engineer in the United Kingdom and New Zealand,
is the global water, sanitation, and public health program manager for Tearfund
United Kingdom. He has extensive field experience working within commercial
engineering consultancies and nongovernmental organizations in Africa, Asia,
and New Zealand. Burt is the author of several publications focused on water
and environmental management, and received the Arthur Mead Award from the
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Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand for promoting environmental
sustainability principles. Burt’s current work focuses primarily on conflict and
post-conflict regions in Africa and Asia. He holds a B.S. in civil engineering
from the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and an M.S. in water and environ-
mental management from Loughborough University, United Kingdom.

Allan Cain is the director of Development Workshop and the cofounder and
president of KixiCrédito, Angola’s first nonbank microfinance institution. He is
an architect and specialist in project planning and urban development with more
than thirty-five years of professional experience in developing countries, many
of those years in conflict and post-conflict Angola, where he pioneered housing
microfinance. Cain has published widely in international journals; has consulted
for a number of international organizations, including the World Bank, United
Nations Habitat, and the European Union; is a member of the boards of several
development institutions; and has lectured at universities in Angola, Canada,
China, Norway, South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United States. He is
also a member of the international board of directors of BPD Water and Sanitation,
where he represents the civil society sector. Cain holds a bachelor’s degree in
environmental studies from the University of Waterloo and did his graduate
studies at the Architectural Association in London. He undertook further studies
at Harvard Business School (in microfinance) and the University of Colorado-
Boulder (in housing finance).

Amar Colakhodzi¢ is an environmental and sustainability consultant who
assesses sustainable real estate developments to ensure conformity to green
building standards, primarily in the Gulf Cooperation Council region but also
internationally. He has undertaken a number of eco-friendly projects, including
the development of a green project-investment pipeline and the establishment of
a regional sustainability information center for Southeastern Europe. He has also
served as an independent environmental policy analyst and environmental impact
assessment evaluator in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Colakhodzi¢ holds a B.S. in
business and project management and an M.S. in environmental sciences and
policy from Central European University, where his thesis was a comparative
assessment of the capacity of the International Sava River Basin Commission to
prevent water use conflicts and foster cooperation.

Alex Dehgan is the chief scientist for the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID). Before joining USAID, Dehgan held various positions
at the U.S. Department of State, where he developed a science diplomacy strategy
to help address foreign policy issues in Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq. While serving
as the founding country director for the Afghanistan Biodiversity Conservation
Program of the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Dehgan led WCS efforts
to help create Afghanistan’s first national park and conduct the first comprehensive
biological surveys of the country in thirty years. In 2005, Seed Magazine included
Dehgan on its list of Icons of Science; in 2011, he received the World Technology
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Award for Policy. Deghan has also received awards from USAID, the U.S.
Department of State, and the U.S. Department of Defense. He holds a B.S. in
zoology and political science from Duke University, an M.Sc. and a Ph.D. from
the Committee on Evolutionary Biology at the University of Chicago, and a J.D.
from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law.

Marija Filipovi¢ is an environmental policy professional whose past experience
includes provision of the climate change adaptation portfolio for the Gateway
National Recreation Area in the New York—New Jersey metropolitan area.
Filipovi¢ has also researched design and implementation of U.S. climate policies
on the federal and state levels. Currently, her main interests are the environmental
impact of meat production on land, water, and air quality; the impact of livestock
production on climate change, wildlife, and aquatic ecosystems; the implications
of genetically modified organisms for the environment, and for human and animal
health; world food crises; agronomics; and future trends in meat production.
Filipovi¢ holds an M.P.A. in environmental science and policy from Columbia
University’s School of International and Public Affairs.

Mona Funiciello is a Climate Policy Fellow at GlobalSolutions.org. She was
previously a research intern at the Environmental Law Institute, where she focused
on post-conflict natural resource management. In 2011, a paper Funiciello wrote—
“Expanding the Role and Function of Science Advisory Panels: A New Way to
Bridge Science and Policy in Environmental Treaty Regimes”—appeared in
volume 18 of Papers on International Environmental Negotiation, a series pub-
lished by the Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law School. Before entering
graduate school, Funiciello spent eight years working as a fundraiser for the
Massachusetts Audubon Society. She holds a B.A. in English from the University
at Albany, State University of New York, and an M. A. in urban and environmental
policy and planning from Tufts University, where she studied international
environmental policy; international planning; and sustainable development,
with a focus on the Asia-Pacific region. Her master’s thesis focused on building
capacity for forest carbon monitoring in Indonesia.

Munther J. Haddadin is a consultant based in Amman, Jordan. He has served
as minister of water and irrigation in the Jordan cabinet (1997-1998); as a senior
negotiator in charge of water, energy, and the environment in Jordan’s delegations
to the Middle East peace process (1991-1995); and as a courtesy professor at
Oregon State University (since 2001), the University of Oklahoma (since 2003),
and the University of Central Florida (since 2007). He holds a Ph.D. in civil
engineering from the University of Washington, in Seattle.

Sam Huston is a water sector expert with more than eight years of experience
working on water and sanitation projects in Afghanistan, the Dominican Republic,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda. Huston worked
in the water sector in South Sudan for more than three years, first as the program
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coordinator for the Water for Recovery and Peace Program, which was developed
by Pact and funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
and the World Bank; he then worked as the water and sanitation advisor for
USAID in South Sudan. In addition, Huston helped establish and served as the
chair of the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Donor Group for South Sudan. Huston
holds a B.S. in civil engineering from the University of Minnesota and an M.A.
in conflict resolution from the University of Bradford, United Kingdom.

Bilha Joy Keiru, a development practitioner with more than eight years of
experience in the humanitarian and development fields, is currently working for
Tearfund United Kingdom as a policy and learning officer in a water, sanitation,
and hygiene program being conducted in conflict-affected and post-conflict zones
in Africa, Asia, and Haiti; the program is funded by the United Kingdom’s
Department for International Development. In 2009, two papers that Keiru
coauthored were presented at international conferences: “Innovative Rainwater
Harvesting Techniques for Emergencies: Lessons from the Field” (presented at
the 34th Water, Engineering and Development Centre International Conference)
and “Strengthening Community Management of Water Schemes in the Post
Conflict Context of Eastern DRC” (presented at World Water Week). Keiru holds
a B.A. in communications and an M.A. in development studies from the University
of Leeds, United Kingdom.

Nader Al Khateeb has more than thirty years of experience in the water and
environmental sectors, and has served as the Palestinian director of EcoPeace/
Friends of the Earth Middle East (FOEME) since 2001. FOEME is the only regional
organization with offices in Palestine, Jordan and Israel. From 1984 to 1993, Al
Khateeb served as chief engineer for the Bethlehem, Beit Jala, and Beit Sahour
Water Authority. From 1994 to 1997, he was a senior water resource engineer
with the Water Resources Action Program of the United Nations Development
Programme, consulting on the effort to formulate and establish the Palestinian
Water Authority. In 1998, he joined the newly established Water and Environmental
Development Organization (WEDO); in 2001, WEDO became the base for the
Palestinian branch of FOEME. In 2008, Al Khateeb and his two codirectors were
honored by Time magazine as Heroes of the Environment; in 2009, they were
awarded the prestigious Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship.

Elizabeth Koch-Ya’ari is the Isracli Jordan River Rehabilitation Project
coordinator of EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth Middle East. Koch-Ya’ari holds a
B.A. in international relations and an M.A. in government, diplomacy, and strategy
and has extensive experience managing regional and international projects in the
fields of peacebuilding, environmental peacemaking, and cultural heritage.

Jana Kovandzi¢ works in the environmental consultancy of Schneider Electric.
Previously, she worked for the Earth Charter Youth Leadership Team and under-
took environmental education projects for the United Nations Association of
Serbia. Among her interests is exploring the potential for renewable energy in
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the Balkans. As a member of Rotaract Club, Kovandzi¢ leads a project support-
ing children with albinism in East Africa. She holds a B.A. in political science
from the University of Belgrade and an M.Sc. in environmental science, policy,
and management from Central European University, Lund University, and
Manchester University.

Sivapragasam Kugaprasatham has specialized in water supply, sanitation,
environmental assessment, and project management in developing countries since
the mid-1990s. From 2004 to 2009, he served as project officer at the International
Environmental Technology Center, a branch of the United Nations Environment
Programme; in that capacity, he provided technical and implementation support
for drinking water and sanitation projects; worked on marshland management
pilot projects; and collected and analyzed data on marshland conditions and the
capacity building of the Iraqi partners. Kugaprasatham’s research work on biofilms
has been published in Water Research and Water Science and Technology. He
holds a B.S. in civil engineering from the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka;
an M.S. in environmental engineering from the Asian Institute of Technology
(AIT), Thailand; and a Ph.D. in urban engineering from the University of Tokyo.
He was among the recipients of a UN21 Award for the Iraqi Marshlands Project
and received the Hisamatsu Prize for outstanding academic performance at AIT.

Jennifer McCarthy is a Canadian national who works for a British nongovern-
mental organization (NGO) that implements programs focused on gender equity
and rural livelihoods in partnership with civil society groups in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and the Middle East. McCarthy has also worked with the United
Kingdom Stabilisation Unit, as well as with NGOs in Burma, Canada, and
Indonesia. She holds a Ph.D. in geography from King’s College London, and
her research focuses on the connections between participatory development,
village-level power structures, and vulnerability in rural northern Afghanistan.

Mungeth Mehyar is president of and the Jordanian director of EcoPeace/Friends
of the Earth Middle East (FOEME), a unique regional organization that brings
together Jordanian, Palestinian, and Israeli environmentalists to promote sustain-
able development and advance peace efforts in the Middle East. As Jordanian
director, Mehyar leads FOEME activities related to the Jordan River, the Dead
Sea, and the Good Water Neighbors project. He has organized dozens of confer-
ences, workshops, and study tours; supervised research on shared ecosystems;
and coauthored reports and policy papers; he also speaks regularly on water,
peace, and security issues. In addition to his role at FOEME, he is vice president
of the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development. In 2000, Mehyar received
the Al Houssain Distinguished Giving medal for his entrepreneurial activities.
In 2008, he and his codirectors were honored by Time magazine as Heroes
of the Environment; in 2009, they were awarded the prestigious Skoll Award
for Social Entrepreneurship. Mehyar holds a degree in regional planning and
architecture from the University of Louisiana.
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Mehdi Mirzaee is an assistant professor at the School of Civil Engineering,
Islamic Azad University (Central Tehran Branch), Iran, and courtesy faculty in
the Department of Geosciences, Oregon State University. He is a water resource
management and policy expert and has worked in many national water resource
projects since 1994. In 2007, he published the first Iranian book on integrated water
resource management (IWRM) and has since tried to further define and apply
this approach to water development projects in Iran. His areas of interest and
study include IWRM, water policy and management, transboundary watersheds,
and conflict resolution, particularly in the Middle East. Although a civil engineer
by profession, Mirzaee is also interested in the interaction between development
and sociopolitical issues. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Islamic Azad
University, Iran, and a master’s degree from Amirkabir University of Technology—
Tehran, both in civil engineering and water resources, and a Ph.D. from K.N.
Toosi University of Technology, Iran, in hydrology and water resources.

Daanish Mustafa is a reader in politics and environment at the Department of
Geography, King’s College London. A majority of his research has focused on
the intersection of water resources, environmental hazards, and development
geography. Mustafa has published scholarly articles on the critical geographies of
violence and terror—focusing mostly on Pakistan, but also on South Asia in
general, Central America, and the United States. He has extensive experience in the
nonprofit and development sectors in Pakistan. In 1998, Mustafa became the first
recipient of the Gilbert F. White Award of the Association of American Geographers.
He holds a B.A. from Middlebury College, an M.A. from the University of
Hawaii—-Manoa, and a Ph.D. from the University of Colorado—Boulder.

Mikiyasu Nakayama is a professor in the Department of International Studies,
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, University of Tokyo. Nakayama’s research
subjects include the application of satellite remote-sensing data for environ-
mental monitoring of lake basins, the use of geographic information systems for
the environmental management of river and lake basins, environmental impact
assessment methodologies applicable to involuntary resettlement caused by dam
construction, and the involvement of international organizations in the manage-
ment of international water bodies. Nakayama holds a B.A., an M.Sc., and a
Ph.D., all in agricultural engineering, from the University of Tokyo.

Laura Jean Palmer-Moloney is a senior research geographer at the Engineer
Research and Development Center (ERDC) of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
a post she has held since 2009. During 2011and 2012 she deployed to Afghanistan,
where she served as senior advisor on watershed management, reporting to the
Commanding General of Regional Command Southwest Camp Leatherneck,
Helmand Province. Palmer-Moloney has also served as the principal investigator
of the ERDC Civil-Military Operations—Human Environment Interaction research
effort and as a subject matter expert for the Helmand Deep Dive initiative,
sponsored by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of Defense Strategic Multilayer



482 Water and post-conflict peacebuilding

Assessment Office. Palmer-Moloney is the author or coauthor of numerous
publications, including her 2012 Ph.D. dissertation titled Human-Environment
Interaction and Water Complexities: Mustering Science and Policy for a Coastal
Resources Management Approach to Counterinsurgency (COIN) Operations and
“Water as Nexus: Linking U.S. National Security to Environmental Security”
(Journal of Military Geography, 2011). She holds a Ph.D. in coastal resources
management, with an emphasis in wetlands ecology and hydrology, from East
Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina.

Jean-Francois Pinera, a water and sanitation specialist with more than twenty
years of experience in project management, emergency operations, and research
in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and the Caucasus, is currently employed by the
International Committee of the Red Cross. His interests include emergency
response (especially in urban areas) and water supply and sanitation for low-
income urban communities. He has worked with a wide range of organizations,
including Médecins Sans Frontieres, Action Contre la Faim, and the United
Nations Children’s Fund. Pinera also spent three years as a research scholar at
the Water, Engineering and Development Centre, which is part of Loughborough
University, United Kingdom. Pinera holds a Ph.D. from Loughborough University;
his Ph.D. research focused on cities affected by armed conflicts.

Robert A. Reed is a senior lecturer at the Water, Engineering and Development
Centre, part of the School of Civil and Building Engineering, Loughborough
University, United Kingdom. A public health engineer with more than thirty years
of experience in emergency water supply and sanitation, Reed has participated
in emergency field operations in Africa and Asia; conducted research to improve
technology and management in the fields of emergency water supply and
sanitation; taught at the undergraduate, postgraduate, and professional develop-
ment levels; and initiated a new master’s program, focused on engineering in
emergencies.

Salman M. A. Salman is an academic researcher and consultant on water law
and policy. He is also a fellow with the International Water Resources Association.
Until December 2009, he worked as lead counsel and water law adviser with the
legal vice presidency of the World Bank. Before joining the World Bank, he was
a legal officer with the United Nations International Fund for Agricultural
Development. Prior to that, he was a lecturer at the Law School of the University
of Khartoum, Sudan. Salman is the author, coauthor, or editor of ten books and
has published more than sixty articles and book chapters on various issues in
water law and policy. Some of his books have been translated into and published
in Arabic, Chinese, French, and Russian. In 2001, he was selected as the director
of the English-speaking section of the Hague Academy of International Law
session on water resources and international law. Salman obtained his LL.B. from
the University of Khartoum Law School and holds an LL.M. and a J.S.D. from
Yale Law School.
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Stephen Stec is an adjunct professor at Central European University, Hungary,
and a fellow of the Institute for East European Law and Russian Studies at Leiden
University, in the Netherlands. In 2009 and 2011-2012, he was Visiting MESPOM
Scholar-in-Residence at Middlebury College and the Monterey Institute of
International Studies. He has worked in countries in transition for two decades,
establishing the environmental law programs of the American Bar Association/
Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative and the Regional Environmental
Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC). While at REC, he directed a U.S.
government—funded project to support the establishment of the International Sava
River Basin Commission. From 2006 to 2008, Stec served on the managing board
of the Environment and Security Initiative. In 2007, he was awarded the Rule
of Law Award by the American Bar Association.

Mikiko Sugiura is a lecturer at the Graduate University of Advanced Studies,
more commonly known as Sokendai. Her field-based research focuses on water
resources management—in particular, the management of water scarcity and
conflict. She holds a B.A. in law from the University of Tokyo, and an M.A. and
Ph.D., both in international relations, also from the University of Tokyo.

Mara Tignino is a senior researcher at the Platform for International Water Law
at the University of Geneva School of Law. Her areas of expertise include the
protection of water during armed conflict, the rights and duties of nonstate actors
with respect to water resource management, and the settlement of water disputes.
In addition to working as a consultant to governments, the private sector, inter-
national agencies, and nongovernmental organizations, Tignino has served as a
visiting scholar at the George Washington University School of Law, Washington,
D.C., and is the author of L’ Eau et la Guerre: Eléments pour un Régime Juridique
in the collection of the Geneva Academy for International Humanitarian Law
and Human Rights (Bruylant, 2011). She holds a B.A. in political science from
the Libera Universita Internazionale degli Studi Sociali, in Rome, and an M.A.
and Ph.D. in international law from the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, Geneva.

Yuka Toguchi is a graduate student in the Department of International Studies,
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, University of Tokyo. Her research subjects
include flood control measures undertaken by governments and local populations,
and resource management in post-conflict societies. She holds a B.A. in civil
engineering from the College of Science and Technology, Nihon University,
where she completed an undergraduate thesis titled “Analysis of Environmental
International Agreements: Comparison of Water and Sanitation with Climate
Change.”

Jessica Troell is a senior attorney and director of the International Water Program
at the Environmental Law Institute (ELI). She has extensive experience in inter-
national and comparative water law and policy, with a focus on participatory
water governance, community-based resource management, transboundary water
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management, adaptation to climate change in the water sector, and institutional
development and capacity building. At ELI, Troell works with nongovernmental
organizations, governments, the private sector, and universities throughout the
world to create, implement, and enforce sustainable water laws, policies, and
management mechanisms. Before joining ELI, she was a law fellow at the
Mandela Institute, Witwatersrand University, South Africa, and a Peace Corps
volunteer in Morocco. She has also worked at the International Environmental
Law Office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Natural
Resources Defense Council. Troell is a graduate of Oberlin College and the
University of Virginia School of Law.

Marina Vardanyan is the leader of the water and energy portfolio of the
U.S. Agency for International Development office in Armenia and the mission
environmental officer. She also assists the European Commission as an indepen-
dent expert, evaluating projects in the fields of global monitoring for environment
and security, water management, biodiversity, and environmental management.
Vardanyan has served as a visiting lecturer in environmental economics and water
management at the American University of Armenia, and as an associate profes-
sor in environmental economics at the Yerevan State Institute of Economics, and
at the Department of Ecology, Yerevan State University. Her publications include
“Towards Integrated Water Resources Management in Armenia” (Wessex Institute,
2005) and “MIS Systems in Armenian Water Resources Management: A Case
Study” (Wessex Institute, 2004), both coauthored, and “Recent Improvements in
Armenian Water Governance.” Vardanyan holds an M.S. in biophysics from
Yerevan State University and a Ph.D. from the Institute of Agrochemical Problems
and Hydroponics, National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia.

Richard Volk provides technical and managerial support for a variety of
watershed and coastal resources management activities of the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) Office of Water, where he has worked since
1998. He also manages several coastal and aquatic resource management programs
for USAID and provides technical assistance to USAID missions on the design
and implementation of basin management and integrated coastal management
initiatives worldwide. During his thirty years in natural resource management,
he has worked in more than fifty countries, providing technical assistance to
numerous programs addressing water and coastal resources management, fisher-
ies, biodiversity conservation, climate adaptation, and environmental planning.
Before joining USAID, Volk was executive director of the Corpus Christi Bay
National Estuary Program, a five-year scientific assessment and consensus-building
effort designed to develop a comprehensive conservation and management plan
for three of the seven major estuaries on the Texas coast. Volk holds a B.S. in
biology and an M.P.A. in development assistance.

Erika Weinthal is an associate professor of environmental policy and associate
dean for international programs at the Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke
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University. Her research focuses on water cooperation and conflict, the political
economy of the resource curse, and climate change adaptation. Her book
State Making and Environmental Cooperation: Linking Domestic Politics and
International Politics in Central Asia (MIT Press, 2002) received the 2003
Chadwick Alger Prize and the 2003 Lynton Keith Caldwell Prize. She is the
coauthor (with Pauline Jones Luong) of Oil Is Not a Curse: Ownership Structure
and Institutions in Soviet Successor States (Cambridge University Press, 2010).
She serves on the Executive Committee of the Faculty Advisory Board for the
Duke Human Rights Center; is a member of the Expert Advisory Group on
Environment, Conflict and Peacebuilding of the United Nations Environment
Programme; and is an associate editor at Global Environmental Politics. Weinthal
holds a Ph.D. from Columbia University.

Neda A. Zawabhri is an associate professor in the Department of Political Science
at Cleveland State University. Her research interests include the management of
international river disputes; the role of international institutions in facilitating
cooperation and environmental security; and the potential for conflict and co-
operation between adversaries. Zawahri’s research focuses on the Middle East
and South Asia; she has conducted extensive field research in India, Israel, Jordan,
Syria, and Turkey, and has published widely on the management of the Euphrates,
Indus, Tigris, and Yarmouk rivers. Zawahri holds a Ph.D. from the University
of Virginia.






